Opportunity for PhD study: Habitat change and the ecology and socio-economic
value of western rock lobster
Western Australia has recently experienced three consecutive
marine heatwaves and the marine climate is predicted to warm
further over the next 100 years. UWA has been leading research
into these heatwaves, documenting impacts on marine habitats
and kelp forests (1).
The iconic western rock lobster, Panulirus

cygnus, supports both
a popular recreational fishery and Australia’s most valuable single
species commercial fishery. Our research group has received
funding to investigate the population dynamics and
socio-economic value of western rock lobster along the central west coast of Australia. We are seeking
motivated and enthusiastic students to develop one or multiple PhD research projects based at the University
of Western Australia’s (UWA) the School of Biological Sciences, School of Agriculture and Environment
and UWA Oceans Institute.
The candidates will develop projects that advances our understanding of population dynamics of western
rock lobster and/or investigate potential ecological and/or socio-economic impacts of these heatwaves and
habitat change. There is potential for an exciting mixture of laboratory, theoretical and both ecological and
socio-economic field work components. There is also significant room to develop own directions and
research interests.
The candidate(s) for this project will be located in the Indian Ocean Marine Research Centre, where he/she
will work as part of a diverse team of researchers and postgraduate students. A strong academic record,
quantitative statistical skills, experience with scientific diving and/or experience with economic resource
valuation will be advantageous for the project. Candidates with skills and experience matching the proposed
work will be favoured. Applicants must have excellent spoken and written English skills. Preference will
also be given to those who have recently achieved Honours 1 or equivalent, or Masters or equivalent with at
least one publication in an internationally peer-reviewed journal.
Australian and New Zealand candidates should apply for a 2017 Domestic Research Training Program (RTP)
Scholarships Round through UWA ($29,000 pa tax-free). Domestic RTP applications close on the
31/05/2017 at 5pm with a preferred commencement date soon after although this is negotiable. International
candidates are also welcome; they would need to fulfil all requirements for admission into the UWA PhD
Program and apply for and secure a 2017 International Research Training Program (RTP) Scholarships
Application Round 2. For successful RTP applicants, the scholarship will be supplemented with research
funding (~$8,000pa). Please visit the UWA Scholarships web page for more information
(http://www.scholarships.uwa.edu.au).
Prospective candidates should send a CV with two referee contacts and cover letter, briefly outlining their
motivations for pursuing PhD research and interests in this project initially via email to Tim before the 15th
April.
Contacts: Dr Tim Langlois (timothy.langlois@uwa.edu.au) / Dr Thomas Wernberg (thomas.wernberg@uwa.edu.au) /
Dr Marit Kragt (marit.kragt@uwa.edu.au)
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