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This has helped place temperate Australia in the top five most diverse marine regions in the w orld for a w ide range of plant and animal
groups.
Image: Saspotato (https://www.flickr.com/photos/saspotato/6829299312)

This week Scott Bennett from UWA's Oceans Institute discusses the need for a greater focus on funding and researching
aspects of WA's temperate marine environment.

THE Western Australia Marine Science Institute (WAMSI) is currently undertaking the terrific initiative of formulating a blueprint of marine
research priorities in Western Australia for the next three decades.
But given the vast scale of WA's marine territory how do we prioritise importance and what regions or habitats deserve attention?
In an initial discussion paper preceding the blueprint kelp ecosystems, (temperate reefs) were considered unimportant across the majority of
'value' metrics assessed.
However, is this accurate and what does it mean for the future of temperate marine research in WA?
Western Australians cling to the coast, with over 90 per cent of the population living within 50km of the sea.
This is disproportionately true for the temperate south-west and southern coastline where over 87 per cent of the population reside, of which
75 per cent surround greater Perth.
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While there are many reasons for this, it is fair to say that a large proportion of the population do so in-part, because of a sense of connection
and identity with the ocean and the lifestyle it offers.
One just has to look at the boat ownership and the popularity of recreational fishing in the state, which have the highest and second highest
per-capita rates in Australia, respectively.
Based on these numbers alone, the importance of temperate reefs in WA is apparent, but what often goes unrecognised is that the
biodiversity and intrinsic value of temperate reefs are globally unique.

Local marine species considered unique
South West (SW) WA has experienced remarkable isolation and climatic stability over the past 50 million years, which has promoted the
evolution and diversification of species not found anywhere else on earth.
This has helped place temperate Australia in the top five most diverse marine regions in the world for a wide range of plant and animal groups.
What's more, due to this remarkable climatic stability, populations living only a few hundred kilometres apart show strong levels of adaptation
meaning they cannot tolerate even subtle changes in temperature.
This high degree of climatic specialisation can make these endemic species extremely vulnerable to warming, which is currently taking place
along our south west coast, around two times faster than the global average.
South-Western Australia's unique biodiversity is also economically important. The western rock lobster for instance, fished along the SW coast
is the most valuable single species fishery in Australia, worth approximately $185 million annually.
Similarly, recreational fishing expenditure, much of which targets endemic species such as the dhufish and baldchin groper is worth an
estimated $200 million dollars annually.
Meanwhile, the potential of other aspects of our temperate marine diversity are only beginning to be explored such as the incredible diversity
of sponges and seaweeds, which harbour enormous research potential for medical and pharmaceutical industries.
WA's temperate marine environment goes largely unrecognised, undervalued and resultantly underfunded, relative to its enormous intrinsic,
economic and social importance.
Only by recognising, celebrating and supporting this submerged natural wonder will we be able to continue to enjoy the lifestyle we currently
lead for generations to come.
Scott Bennett is a PhD student at the University of Western Australia's Oceans Institute.
Read 86 times

Last modified on Thursday, 28 August 2014 08:56

Published in Perspectives (/topics/perspectives)

http://www.sciencewa.net.au/topics/perspectives/item/3032-perspective-can-t-see-the-kelp-forest-for-the-corals-time-to-value-our-temperate-reefs

2/5

8/28/2014

PERSPECTIVE: Can't see the kelp forest for the...corals? Time to value our temperate reefs

0 Comments

ScienceNetwork WA

Login

Sort by Best

Share

Favorite

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

WHAT'S THIS?

ALSO ON SCIENCENETWORK WA

Australian humpbacks challenge breeding grounds
assumption

‘Avian AIDS’ virus poses threat to endangered New
Caledonian parrots

3 comments • 3 months ago

1 comment • 7 days ago

Kerry Firkin — Really the more I find out about the

Ed Rybicki — If it is of any interest, we have just had

Humpbacks the more I want to know

accepted for publication the first study of BFDV in a wild
parrot population in South Africa - together …

Mid West fauna survey stumbles on ‘trapdoor’

Early drinking age leads to heavy use in later life

1 comment • 2 months ago

1 comment • a month ago

Mahmood — Truly amazing

Bernie Masters — in some ways, it's unfortunate that the

conclusions of this study are based upon US statistics
where the drinking age is often quite high …

Subscribe

Add Disqus to your site

back to top (/topics/perspectives/item/3032-perspective-can-t-see-the-kelp-forest-for-the-corals-time-to-value-our-temperatereefs#startOfPageId3032)

Subscribe for email updates

Subscribe

Latest news
Human traffic threatens urban forests (/topics/environment-a-conservation/item/3031-human-traffic-threatens-urban-forests)
Targeted therapy one step closer in neuroblastoma research (/topics/health-a-medicine/item/3030-targeted-therapy-one-step-closer-inneuroblastoma-research)
Priority Protected Areas key to dieback framework (/topics/environment-a-conservation/item/3027-priority-protected-areas-key-to-diebackframework)
French beetles tackle Great Southern cattle dung (/topics/environment-a-conservation/item/3029-french-beetles-tackle-great-southern-cattledung)
Researchers encounter rare chlorella infection (/topics/health-a-medicine/item/3028-researchers-encounter-rare-chlorella-infection)

http://www.sciencewa.net.au/topics/perspectives/item/3032-perspective-can-t-see-the-kelp-forest-for-the-corals-time-to-value-our-temperate-reefs

3/5

8/28/2014

PERSPECTIVE: Can't see the kelp forest for the...corals? Time to value our temperate reefs

Connecting you to news, events and information from all corners of the Western Australian science community.

Explore by Topic
Aboriginal Science and Knowledge (/topics/aboriginal-science-a-knowledge)
Agriculture and Food (/topics/agriculture)
Energy (/topics/energy)
Environment and Conservation (/topics/environment-a-conservation)
Fisheries and Water (/topics/fisheries-a-water)
Industry and Resources (/topics/industry-a-resources)
Health and Medicine (/topics/health-a-medicine)
Social Science (/topics/social-science)
Space (/topics/space)
Technology and Innovation (/topics/technology-a-innovation)
Perspectives (/topics/perspectives)

Explore by Region
Goldfields–Esperance (/explore-by-region/goldfieldsesperance)
Great Southern (/explore-by-region/great-southern)
Kimberley (/explore-by-region/kimberley-science-portal)
Mid West and Gascoyne (/explore-by-region/mid-west-a-gascoyne)
Peel (/explore-by-region/peel)
Pilbara (/explore-by-region/pilbara)
South West (/explore-by-region/south-west)
Wheatbelt (/explore-by-region/wheatbelt)

Events
Submit an Event (/whatson/submit-an-event)
All events (/whatson/all-events)

Science in WA
Premier’s Science Awards (/science-in-wa/wa-science-awards)
WA's Chief Scientist (/science-in-wa/chief-scientists-blog)
Inspiring Australia (/science-in-wa/inspiring-australia)

About us
ScienceNetwork WA (/aboutus/sciencenetwork-wa)
Our Team (/aboutus/our-team)

Supported by

 (https://www.facebook.com/ScienceNetworkWA)
 (https://twitter.com/SNWA) 
(https://www.youtube.com/user/ScienceNetworkWA)
© 2014 ScienceNetwork WA.

http://www.sciencewa.net.au/topics/perspectives/item/3032-perspective-can-t-see-the-kelp-forest-for-the-corals-time-to-value-our-temperate-reefs

4/5

8/28/2014

PERSPECTIVE: Can't see the kelp forest for the...corals? Time to value our temperate reefs

Privacy Statement (/privacy-statement)

http://www.sciencewa.net.au/topics/perspectives/item/3032-perspective-can-t-see-the-kelp-forest-for-the-corals-time-to-value-our-temperate-reefs

5/5

